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Victoria, B.C.–When you think about it, the notion that an ordinary human can whack a tiny 

white ball hundreds of yards over sand, water, rocks and forest and then convince it to gently 

roll into a hole the size of a soup can is giddily optimistic. 

That goes double for golf course owners who spend most of their time in animated negotiations

with both Mother Nature and their bank managers.  

Fortunately for us, the passion for golf runs deep and even in these shaky economic days, new

courses are still being built, by owners confident that we true believers will come.  

In the last year alone, 10 new courses have opened in British Columbia and Ontario.  

The most heralded is the new Valley Course at the Bear Mountain Resort in Victoria, B.C.  

It is the resort's second Jack Nicklaus-designed layout, making it the only spot in Canada with 

36 holes from the Golden Bear.  

The resort is the brainchild of Len Barrie, who is also the co-owner of the NHL's Tampa Bay 

Lightning.  

Ironically, Barrie never intended to get into the golf 

business. In 2001 he was living in a home that backed onto 

the third hole of the Royal Colwood GC in Victoria. Barrie 

decided to cut down some trees on his property to give his 

home more light.  

Turns out that the course contended that the trees were 

really on Royal Colwood property. Barrie's membership at 

the club was terminated and, looking for a new place to 

play, he founded Bear Mountain, which has evolved into a billion dollar real estate and resort 

project. 

Other high-profile courses that have made their recent debut in British Columbia are The Rise, 

a Fred Couples design that teeters above Vernon and Tower Ranch, a terrific Tom McBroom 

course that curls up and down the mountain overlooking Kelowna. 
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Richard Zokol, the long-time PGA Tour veteran, has spearheaded the building of Sagebrush 

Golf & Sporting Club in cattle ranching country in the Nicola Valley.  

Ontario is just as busy. About 20 years ago, Dalt Hicks bought a modest mini-putt and driving 

range combination on Hwy 9, just west of Newmarket. Over the last two decades, he has 

added four courses, everything from an executive 18, to the 6,800-yard RedCrest, which 

opened at the end of June. Cardinal now boasts 72 holes, making it Canada's largest golf 

complex.  

Not far away in the village of Tottenham, the Allard family have added a second 18 holes at 

Woodington Lake and over near Norland off Hwy 35 the Kuschnereit clan have opened Monck's

Landing, a testing nine-hole, Scottish style layout. 

Otter Creek, outside of Woodstock, is a surprisingly bold and expansive course that is laid out 

over former farm and tobacco fields. 

Stretching over 7,100 yards and six sets of tees, the course hopscotches through the local 

valleys, bisected by Otter, Cedar and Spitter Creeks. (Gobble down a couple of bowls of 

porridge at breakfast and play Otter Creek in the morning and then nearby Tarandowah in the 

afternoon.)  

If you want a glimpse of what I think will be the future of golf, tee off at Turtle Creek, the new 

layout that is sprinkled across the lush farm and horse country off Guelph Line. The property is 

compact, about 36 hectares, so the course from the back tees stretches to only 6,000 yards. 

But on the 10th, 11th and 13th holesI had to crank it 190 yards-plus to clear the wetlands. 

The course is punctuated with sweeping par 5's at the 9th and 18th and a 170-year-old stone 

farmhouse, which is being transformed into a clubhouse.  

We walked Turtle Creek in just three hours and it sports a weekday green fee of only $30. It 

costs me that much to stay at home. 

In 2006, The Ridge at Manitou Golf Club was voted the Best New Course in Canada.  

Located east of Parry Sound, Manitou is a private layout with a small membership that includes

rock legend Geddy Lee from Rush. 

It's one of the best of the cottage country courses, cutting through the forest then rolling down 

to the banks of Manitouwabing Lake with an intimate clubhouse that has a Ralph Lauren, 

northern lodge vibe. 

This summer, for the first time, the club is open to the public with green fees including cart 

starting at $100 and stay and play packages at the Microtel Inn & Suites in Parry Sound for 

$180. www.ridgeatmanitou.com 

Ian Cruickshank is a Toronto-based freelancer. His column appears on the fourth Saturday of 

every month. 
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